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120 C1 conversation questions

C1 speaking development. Start with the topic questions. Use the extensions to evaluate
assumptions, qualify an opinion and consider implications. No personal disclosure is required.

Ambitions

1. How have your ambitions changed since you were younger?

2. Do you consider yourself to be an ambitious person?

3.Is it a good thing to be ambitious at work?

4. How might your study or work plans change over the next five years?

5. What are your personal ambitions?

6. How do different personal priorities influence people’s ambitions?

7. What is your dream job? Do you think you will ever do this job?

8. How is learning English important for you to achieve your goals?

9. Many people focus on material wealth. Are these things important for you?
10. How do our ambitions change as we grow older?

Evaluate: When might ambition become counterproductive? Distinguish personal success from
social benefit.

Challenge: What would change your view of how success should be measured?

Independence

1. At what age do young people normally gain their independence in your country?

2. What do you think it takes to be financially independent?

3. Is it possible for a young person to be independent while still living with their parents?
4. Did/Do your parents encourage you to be independent?

5. How old are people in your country when they get their first job?

6. Some people say independence is a sign of maturity. What do you think?

7. How can we teach children about independence?

8. How can limited job opportunities affect young people's independence?

9. How much should social expectations influence someone's choice of household?

10. How have family values in your country developed in the last 50 years?

Evaluate: Can independence coexist with relying on others? Explain where you would draw the
line.

Challenge: Which support systems could increase independence without removing responsibility?
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Stereotypes

1. What are the typical stereotypes of your country abroad? Are they true?

2. Are stereotypes always negative? Why / Why not?

3. To what extent should we believe stereotypes of other countries?

4. Does your town, city or region have any stereotypes inside your country? Are they true?
5. Are stereotypes and prejudices the same thing?

6. How do TV and films affect stereotypes?

7. How do people in your country view the elderly?

8. What is the current opinion regarding immigration in your country?

9. How have stereotypes been significant in the history of your country?

10. What is lost when an individual is described using a national stereotype?
Evaluate: How can a generalisation be useful without becoming a prejudice?

Challenge: How would you evaluate the reliability of a claim about a whole group?

Role models

1. Who in your family did you look up to when you were a child?

2. Did you have any celebrity role models when you were younger?

3. What historical figure from your country is a good role model?

4. Who has more influence as a role model for children: parents or teachers?

5. For many people, their best friend is a role model. Is this true for you?

6. What are the benefits and risks of children treating sportspeople as role models?
7. What characteristics make a negative role model?

8. Do you look up to anybody professionally?

9. In your opinion, should public figures in your country be admired?

10. Would you make a good role model for the younger generation?

Evaluate: To what extent should admiration depend on someone's private behaviour?

Challenge: Could a flawed role model still be useful? Qualify your answer.

Reflect on your discussion

Which claim needed a qualification? What evidence would help you assess it? Explain one point on
which your partner changed or strengthened your view.
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Competitiveness

1. Are you a competitive person?

2. Is being competitive in sports a good thing or a bad thing?

3. Is it good to be competitive professionally? Why / Why not?

4. Who is the most competitive person you know?

5. Should we teach children to be competitive?

6. Competition can be motivating for people when learning new things. Do you agree?

7. International events like the Olympic Games promote competition between countries. Do you
think this is a good thing?

8. What happens when competitiveness goes too far?
9. How important is it to be a good loser?
10. Tell me about a time when you felt very competitive. Why did you feel this way?

Evaluate: When does competition improve performance, and when might cooperation work
better?

Challenge: What evidence would help a school choose between competitive and cooperative
activities?

Young people’s rights

1. At what age is an individual considered an adult in your country?

2. Should people under the age of 18 be allowed to vote in elections?

3. Should different responsibilities have different age limits? Why?

4. If a young person wants to live without their parents, should they be allowed to?
5. How much control should a young person have over their education?

6. At what age should we start letting young people make their own choices?

7. Some countries have curfews for young people at night. Do you agree with this?
8. Should teenagers who commit crime be punished in the same way as adults?

9. At what age do you think it is appropriate for young people to start working?
10. When might limits on a teenager’s freedom be reasonable?

Evaluate: How should decision-makers balance protection with young people’'s autonomy?

Challenge: What might be the unintended consequences of giving young people more
responsibility?
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The media

1. What is your preferred method of getting the news: newspapers, radio or TV?

2. Is it important to stay up-to-date with current events?

3. Do you prefer local news, national news or international news?

4. Do you agree with everything you see on the news?

5. How can a news organisation distinguish reporting from political opinion?

6. What is your opinion about getting your news from social media?

7. Should the media respect the privacy of famous people?

8. What types of stories does the media in your country focus on?

9. How can we avoid being influenced by news that isn't accurate?

10. Do you think newspapers are dying out due to the popularity of internet news?
Evaluate: How should a reader assess a claim when several reputable reports disagree?

Challenge: Should speed or accuracy take priority in reporting? Consider an exception.

Advertising

1. How does frequent exposure to advertising affect people's choices?

2. When might an advertisement be inappropriate for its audience?

3. Tell me about a memorable advertisement that you have seen.

4. Should advertising for products that may cause harm be restricted?

5. Do you believe what advertisements tell you?

6. Why is advertising important for a company's success?

7. 1f you saw a product being advertised by a popular celebrity, would you be more likely to buy it?
8. Should advertisers be allowed to target children?

9. What are the benefits and risks of online advertisements being targeted at individuals?
10. Do you think advertising influences your purchasing decisions?

Evaluate: Where should responsibility for misleading advertising lie?

Challenge: Would stricter advertising rules protect consumers or restrict useful information?

Reflect on your discussion

Which claim needed a qualification? What evidence would help you assess it? Explain one point on
which your partner changed or strengthened your view.
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Lifestyles

1. Do you feel like you live a relaxed or a stressful life?

2. How does our relationship with our family affect our lifestyle?

3. Do you think it's necessary to have a lot of money to be happy and live a good life?
4. Some people are risk takers in life. Are you? Why / Why not?

5. How do changes in household structures affect communities?

6. How important is it to have a healthy lifestyle?

7. What should people in your country do to improve their lifestyle?

8. Is it essential to have lots of friends to be happy?

9. Why do some people choose to live outside society?

10. How has your lifestyle changed since you were younger?

Evaluate: How much control do people have over their own lifestyles? Consider practical
constraints.

Challenge: Which lifestyle change could have benefits for both individuals and communities?

The arts

1. What type of art do you prefer? Why?

2. Tell me about a famous artist from your country who you like.

3. Do you like modern art or do you prefer more traditional art styles?
4. Are you an artist? What type of art / Why not?

5. Is it easy to become a successful artist? Why / Why not?

6. Some art is worth a fortune. How do you feel about this?

7. What is the most memorable performance you have ever seen?

8. Do people in your country tend to appreciate art?

9. Who decides which forms of art are valued most highly?

10. Is music art? What about dance? Poetry? Graffiti?

Evaluate: Should public funding favour popular art or work that challenges its audience?

Challenge: What might be lost if artistic value were judged only by price or popularity?

Reflect on your discussion

Which claim needed a qualification? What evidence would help you assess it? Explain one point on
which your partner changed or strengthened your view.
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The rights of the individual

1. Do you believe in the universal right to vote in a democracy?

2. What rights do workers in your country have?

3. Are there enough maternity and paternity rights for new parents in your country?

4. Freedom of speech is a right in many countries. Should this include all types of speech?
5. Should everybody have the right to quality healthcare?

6. How can we protect people in other countries who are denied rights that we would consider
essential?

7. Should criminals enjoy all the same rights as other citizens?

8. In what situations is it acceptable to restrict our individual rights?

9. Does the government have the right to use our personal information to protect us?

10. What responsibilities do consumers and companies have when workers are exploited?
Evaluate: When can protecting a community justify restricting individual freedom?

Challenge: What safeguards would make such restrictions more acceptable?

Economic issues

1. In what ways do we contribute to the economy as individuals?

2. What is the most important export in your country?

3. Are you worried about the levels of unemployment in your country?

4. What should governments consider when deciding how to raise public funds?

5. Do governments have responsibility to send aid to countries with weaker economies?
6. What can make it difficult for young adults to find suitable housing?

7. Tell me about an important company from your country.

8. What is your opinion about clothing companies using cheap labour to produce clothes?
9. Some companies are worth billions. Is it possible for companies to be too big?

10. How has technology and the internet affected the global economy?

Evaluate: How should economic success be measured beyond growth?

Challenge: Who might gain or lose from a policy that appears beneficial overall?

Reflect on your discussion

Which claim needed a qualification? What evidence would help you assess it? Explain one point on
which your partner changed or strengthened your view.
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