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A. How have these activities changed over time? Discuss with a partner.

1.   Watching videos
2.   Listening to music
3.   Using the internet
4.   Owning mobile phones

B. Match the phrases with a suitable line. Some can describe more than one line.

stay the same     go up and down     decrease gradually     fall quickly
rise gradually     rise quickly     decrease a lot     increase significantly

stay level     decrease suddenly     increase quickly     rise and fall
drop suddenly     rise slightly

C. What parts of the graph can these phrases describe?

stop increasing     reach the highest point
reach the lowest point     rise very quickly

stay level     increase quickly     decrease     stop decreasing

D. The historical charts on page 2 show changes in technology use in the US.
Describe the main changes using language from B and C.
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Historical US data, 1985-2016. Use these charts to practise describing past changes.
Source: The Washington Post, entertainment and technology graphics (2017).
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B. Possible answers

increase significantly     rise quickly
increase quickly

decrease gradually

stay the same
stay level

go up and down
rise and fall

rise slightly
rise gradually

decrease suddenly     fall quickly
decrease a lot     drop suddenly

C. Possible answers

A. stop increasing; stay level

B. reach the highest point

C. reach the lowest point; stop decreasing

D. rise very quickly; increase quickly

E. decrease

Accept other descriptions which fit the line or part of the graph.

The grey line rises gradually; its change is smaller than the light-blue rise.

The dark-blue line can also be described as decreasing a lot.


