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Gerunds and infinitives - Conversation practice

Complete each question with the correct form of the verb. Then compare answers and discuss a
topic with a partner. Give reasons and ask follow-up questions. This is B2 grammar and speaking
practice.

Society and living standards

1. How would you suggest .......cconeeenene living standards in your area? (improve)

2. What needs ....cccoveevrens in your town or city? (change)

3. How can young people make local leaders .......ccoceonuennee to their ideas? (listen)

4. When a study method fails, could you try ....ccccoveereennes a different approach? (use)

5. Would you rather ......cccoveenne. in a city or in the countryside? (live)

Personal values and choices

6. What school or workplace rule would you like ......cccceuureennee ? (change)

7.1s it worth ..cocveceneeenn. for something you believe in? (fight)

8. Do you tend .....c.ccoveererneee about your values with friends or family? (talk)

9. When do you feel you need ......ccoveueene. others to take your ideas seriously? (convince)

10. Has anyone convinced you ... your opinion about something? (change)

The environment

11. What environmental problem are you worried about ........cuenen. worse? (get)
12. How can we learn ........cocceveeeee. the environment? (protect)

13. Is it important ......cccvene. glass, plastic and paper? Why? (recycle)

14. What could happen if pollution keeps .....ccueereennns ? (increase)

15. Do you think we will manage .......cuueeeeen. pollution in the future? (reduce)

Public figures

16. Do you remember .........cceeeeen. a famous person when you were younger? (admire)
17. DO yOU €NjOY .everreereeereeenne news about famous people? (read)

18. Do public figures deserve .........ccceueen. private lives? (have)

19. Which public figure would you like .....ccovereeenee. ? Why? (meet)

20. Which historical figure would you recommend .......c...coucene... ? (study)

Study and work

21. Would you prefer .......ccouuereenn. work you enjoy or work with a high salary? (have)
22. What will you do when you finish .....ccuvenee. or studying today? (work)

23. What do you dislike .....ccccerereenee. at school or at work? (do)

24. When is a good time to start ... a job? (look for)

25. Would you like ....ccooeerreunecn. a job abroad one day? (get)

Use your verb-pattern list to check answers. Reuse the pattern in your reply where it sounds natural: "I
would suggest improving...” Ask "Why?" or “"Can you give an example?”
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Gerunds and infinitives - Key and teaching notes

Society and living standards

1. improving

2. changing / to be changed
3. listen

4. using / to use

8. live

Personal values and choices

6. to change
7. fighting

8. to talk

9. to convince
10. to change

The environment

11. getting

12, to protect
13. to recycle
14. increasing
15. to reduce

Public figures

16. admiring
17. reading
18. to have
19. to meet
20. studying

Study and work

21. to have

22. working

23. doing

24. looking for / to look for
25. to get

Accepting alternatives

2: needs changing / needs to be changed have a passive meaning.

4: try using suggests an experiment. Try to use focuses on making an effort. The context allows
both, so discuss the difference.

21: would prefer takes a to-infinitive. Prefer without would can also take an -ing form.

24: start looking for / start to look for are both possible.

Classroom procedure

Learners complete the questions, check the key and choose a topic. Partners take turns
answering, ask for reasons and respond to each other. Change partners or topics as useful. For a
cut-up set, cut between the five topic groups on page 1. Keep the key separate. The timing is a
classroom choice, and these questions do not reproduce a Cambridge exam part.
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