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C1 dilemmas and opinions

Dilemmas: explore priorities, evaluate possible actions and reach a qualified recommendation.
Respond to one another rather than taking turns giving separate speeches.

1. A shared space

Housemates disagree about parties at
home. Compare quiet hours, shared rules
and using another venue. What would
make a compromise fair?

2. Leaving social media

Someone wants to leave social media but
keep friendships. Compare other ways of
maintaining contact. What might each
choice leave out?

3. Career progress

A worker is considering a new job to gain
more responsibility. Weigh development
against stability. What information could
change the decision?

4. Conflicting values

A young adult chooses a career that a
relative opposes on ethical grounds. How
can both explain their concerns while
respecting the decision?

5. A neighbour’s recycling

A neighbour does not use the shared
recycling system. Compare a direct
conversation with clearer building-wide
information. What assumptions should be
checked first?

6. A busy evening

A student’s late study routine leaves little
time to relax. Compare changing the
timetable and sharing tasks. What could
make a change hard to maintain?

7. Sharing household work

People in a household disagree about who
does most of the work. How could they
recognise unseen tasks and agree a fair
arrangement?

8. Education at home

A fictional family is comparing home
education with attending school. What
information about learning, social contact
and resources should they gather?

9. Sporting ambition

A talented athlete must balance training
and education. Compare full commitment
with a gradual transition. What safeguards
could protect future options?

10. A new competitor

A large chain opens beside a small shop.
Compare specialising, collaborating locally
and changing prices. Which risks are
worth taking?

Useful language: “That depends on...”, “One reservation is...”, “To some extent...”, “An exception might
be...”
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C1 dilemmas and opinions

Opinions: identify assumptions, test the claim against contrasting examples and give a qualified
conclusion. Respond to one another rather than taking turns giving separate speeches.

11. Family and change

“Traditional family life was better.” What
assumptions does this claim make?
Consider different household structures
and generations.

12. The pace of life

“People would be happier if they slowed
down.” Which practical constraints might
prevent this? Distinguish preference from
necessity.

13. Major events

“Hosting a major sports event benefits
everyone.” Who might gain or lose?
Suggest a way to assess the overall impact.

14. Online privacy

“If you have nothing to hide, online privacy
does not matter.” Challenge the
assumptions and consider legitimate uses
of personal data.

15. Trusting the news

“Sensational headlines make news
impossible to trust.” What evidence would
help assess this? Consider reporting,
headlines and opinion separately.

16. Online communication

“Online communication weakens real
relationships.” Under what conditions
might the opposite be true? Qualify your
conclusion.

17. Scientific progress

“New technology always improves our
lives.” Compare benefits, unintended
effects and unequal access.

18. Competition

“Wanting to win is the best motivation.”
When could that help or harm a group?
Propose a balanced approach.

19. Education

“A strong school system is the best
investment in the future.” What should it
aim to achieve, and what other
investments might be needed?

20. Independence

“Young adults should leave home as soon
as possible.” How do cost, culture and
personal circumstances affect this view?

Useful language: “That depends on...”, “One reservation is...”, “To some extent...”, “An exception might
be...”

© 2026 | Permission granted to reproduce for classroom use


